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The Bedfordshire & Luton County Wildlife Site Panel aims to 
protect and enhance Bedfordshire and Luton’s biodiversity. 

The Panel consists of relevant experts with a good knowledge of 
ecological processes and a sound understanding of local flora 
and fauna and its relationship to international, national and 
regional biodiversity – both in its current and historic state. 

The Panel includes representatives from  

� � Local Authority ecologists/conservation officers 
� � Bedfordshire Natural History Society 
� � English Nature 
� � Environment Agency 
� � The Wildlife Trust 
� � RSPB 
� � Ivel and Ouse Countryside Project 
� � The Greensand Trust 
� � The North Chilterns Trust 

 

 

For further information please contact: 

Chair: Trevor Tween, Conservation Officer, Luton Borough Council  

Tel (01582) 486983  

Email: tweent@luton.gov.uk  

 

Secretariat: Keith Balmer, Biodiversity Network Officer, 
Biodiversity Recording and Monitoring Centre (BRMC)  

Tel (01234) 355435  

Email: brmc@bedsbionet.org.uk  
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Illustrations: front page Wildlife Trust, all others English Nature. 

What are County Wildlife Sites? 

County Wildlife Sites are places that are important for their wildlife.  
They contribute significantly to the richness and biodiversity of the 
Bedfordshire countryside. 

County Wildlife Sites have no statutory designation, but the Wildlife 
Trust, Local Authorities and others are working to protect and 
enhance such sites in co-operation with land owners and 
managers. 

Why are County Wildlife Sites important? 

Habitats of special importance for 
wildlife such as chalk downland, 
heathland, meadows, rivers, 
wetlands and ancient woods 
account for less than 7% of the 
county area.  Through sympathetic 
management by farmers and 
landowners sites of county 
importance have been preserved 
in most cases.  Members of the 
Biodiversity Forum seek always to 
encourage the continuation of this 
management. 

 

How are County Wildlife Sites 
selected? 

Sites are selected by assessing their 
wildlife importance in a county 
context.  Consideration is given to 
the plants, birds, mammals and 
insects that are present and the 
information is assessed against 
carefully constructed selection 

guidelines.  The County Wildlife Site 
system is flexible, so that newly 
discovered sites that satisfy the 
selection guidelines can be added, 
whilst those that are known to have 
deteriorated may be removed. 

How are Landowners affected? 

If you own a County Wildlife Site this 
DOES NOT mean that there will be 
open public access across your land.  
Existing public rights-of-way remain 
unaffected and no rights of access 
are created. 

Ordinary agricultural operations remain unaffected and identification 
of a County Wildlife Site DOES NOT give anyone other than the 
landowner or manager control over land management. 

The recognition of a County Wildlife Site will assist in attracting grant 
aid money such as environmental stewardship and woodland 
grants.  

For any significant change of land use the planning authorities will 
expect the wildlife interest to be taken into account alongside other 
normal planning considerations. 

 

 

 
This leaflet forms part of the Bedfordshire 

and Luton Biodiversity Action Plan to 
increase awareness of and involvement in 

the conservation of our wealth of wildlife. 
For further information about County Wildlife 

Sites please refer to the contacts list 
overleaf. 
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