
Peterborough Reserves 
 Outdoor Classrooms 
 

KS2 School visits 2006 
 
The Peterborough Reserves at Thorpe Wood, The Boardwalks, Eye Green, 
Woodston Ponds and Lattersey provide a choice of five very different habitats. 
 
School groups visiting the Peterborough Reserves can choose two topics 
from the Really Wild Days Out brochure which include Tree Topic, Water 
Topic, Mini-beast Topic, Flower Square Topic and Fruit Topic. The diverse 
range of habitats and the known history of the five sites provide opportunities 
for field studies linked to science and geography.  
 
Thorpe Wood Nature Reserve  This ancient oak-ash woodland with hazel 
and field maple understory has been actively managed to reinstate the 
traditional coppice management. The ground flora here is diverse, the coppice 
is mainly hazel, and there are a number of large oak trees which provide an 
excellent home for invertebrates and birds. 
 

 
Eye Green Local Nature Reserve In 1996 this 12 hectare site was opened 
as a Local Nature Reserve, with a series of paths, bridges and boardwalks 
providing safe access to a site with considerable wildlife interest. Much of the 
site has developed by natural colonisation; a mixture of a lake, shallow pools, 
swamp, reedbed, scrub and grassland provides a range of habitats supporting 
over 140 species of plants and 21 species of birds. The site also supports 
many invertebrate species, amphibians and reptiles. 
 



Lattersey Local Nature Reserve  has a range of habitats around the old brick 
and borrow pits. The site is on the edge of the Fens and the vegetation that 
has grown up around the water-filled pits includes many species typical of 
fenland including beds of reeds and sedges. A mix of ponds, meadow, 
reedbed and scrub supports a wide variety of birds, amphibians, invertebrates 
and plants. 
 
The Boardwalks Local Nature Reserve  (managed by Peterborough City 
Council) - This wet low-lying area along the River Nene has a range of 
habitats including ponds, marsh, rough grassland, scrub and mature willow 
trees. This variety provides ideal habitat for many birds, invertebrates, 
amphibians and grass snakes, and over 150 species of flowering plant. 
 
Woodston Ponds  lies along the south bank of the Nene, directly opposite 
The Boardwalks. The ponds, reedbed and meadow support a number of rare 
invertebrates and Great Crested Newts. Many kinds of mammals and birds 
can also be seen here 
 
How to find us 
 
Thorpe Wood is at Grid reference TL069994, at the end of Thorpe Road by 
junction 15 where the police headquarters are. Turn into Holywell Way and 
immediate right into the car park. 
 
The Boardwalks is at Grid Reference TL178982. Access is via roundabout 34 
at the junction of Thorpe Road and Thorpe Parkway, following the minor road 
to the rowing club. Meet in the Boating Lake car park. The reserve is a short 
walk from here. 
 
Eye Green is at Grid Reference TF213034. Turn off the A47 Eye Bypass 
roundabout into Crowland Road and right at the services roundabout into the 
reserve car park. 
 
Lattersey is at Grid Reference TL282966, just south of Whittlesey. Heading 
out of Whittlesey on the A605 turn right into Bellman’s Road, left into New 
Road, then right into the car park just past the householder’s waste centre. 
 
Woodston Ponds is at Grid Reference TL177980, on the south side of the 
River Nene behind the Riverside Place development off Oundle Road.  
Entrance is on foot along the walkway between the river and the Nene Valley 
Railway.  Limited parking is available in Wharf Road. 
 
The educational work of the Wildlife Trust at the Peterborough Nature 
Reserves is supported by Lottery funding through the New Opportunities 
Fund, English Nature, Peterborough City Council, British Sugar and News 
International. 
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