
Pond dipping worksheet   Tick what you can see   
 

 
 
 
The sun – a source of 
energy for plants 

 
Duck-weed floats on the 
surface 

 
 
Water lily –  leaves and flower 
float on the surface 

 
Microscopic plants -
Algae – tiny, green, 
often moving   

 
 
Filament algae – long, thin, 
green strands 

 

 
 
Dead plants – food for 
scavengers 

 
Water flea – microscopic 
animal 

 
Cyclops – microscopic animal 

 
 
Other microscopic animals 

 
Water worm 

 

 
 
 
Flat worm – black, glides over 
surface 

 
Leach – moves by looping 

 
Great pond snail  

Rams-horn snail 

 
Pea-shell cockle – two halves 
to shell (bi-valve) 

  
 
Non-biting midge larva 

 
 

 
 
Phantom midge larva 

 
Gnat larva & pupa 

 



Pond dipping worksheet   Tick what you can see   
 
 

Damsel fly nymph 
- 3 tails, no gills on abdomen 

 
Mayfly nymph – 3 tails, gills 
on side of abdomen 

 
Dragonfly nymph – 3 very 
short tails no gills on 
abdomen 

 
Stonefly nymph – 2 tails  

Caddis fly larva – wrapped 
in a leafy case 

 
Large beetle larva 

 
Greater water boatman –  
oar-like legs, backswimmer 

 
 
Lesser water boatman – oar- 
like legs, swims on it’s front 
(you see it’s back) 

 
Water beetle – if large may 
be great diving beetle, look 
for air bubble  

 
Whirligig beetle – darts 
around on the surface 

 
Pond skater – walks on 
water 

 
Water scorpion 

 
 
Water stick insect 

 
Water mite – 8 legs, often 
looks like a red dot with legs 

 
Water spider – 8 legs, look 
for air bubble 

 
Water louse  

Fresh water shrimp 
 

Springtails – scoots around 
on surface 

 

 


